
Bats are often found feeding over a pond 
or stream, along the edge of a for est or 
beside a cliff, where night-fly ing insects 
are like ly to be con cen trat ed. Al though 
bats do have small eyes, they find their 
prey best by using their keen sense of 
hearing. As they fly, bats pro duce a cry 
which is too high-pitched for people to 
hear. The sound bounces off solid objects 
so the bat can detect in sects, nat u ral 
en e mies or bar ri ers. They are able to 
consume 500 to 600 insects per hour us ing 
this “radar-like” system. 

Bats usually only produce one off spring 
at a time. Fe males give birth to their 
young in early sum mer and usually car ry 
them until they be come too heavy. They 

B  
ats are nocturnal (night) animals that live  in dark, quiet places. There are 
over 2,000 species of bats worldwide, with 26 com mon to Cal i for nia. With 
the ex cep tion of one nec tar-feeding spe cies, all California bats feed on 
insects, and most pre fer to roost in tree foliage and cavities, under loose bark 

and in caves and crev ic es. Only five spe cies of Cal i for nia bats are known to roost in 
build ings.
                 
Bats are the only known mammals 
capable of true sustained flight. 
Their front legs and long fin gers are 
supported by a web structure which 
includes their hind legs to form wings. 
Their wing span may be from 6 inches to over 
5 feet. 

HABITS AND DAMAGE

are then left to roost until they learn to fly 
(by mid-August). Bats have been known to 
live as long as 20 years. 

Some may live in colonies or groups, but 
many prefer to live alone. Hi ber nat ing 
bats usu al ly roost in clus ters and where 
water is nearby.

Bats are generally beneficial, but can
become a prob lem when they roost in 
buildings. Although bats may ap pear 
ag gres sive toward peo ple, deliberate
attacks are rare. Most bites result from 
try ing to handle sick animals.
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The only permanent way to get 
rid of bats is to prevent their entry. 
All openings larger than 1/4 inch must 
be elim i nat ed. Hardware cloth or sheet 
met al may be used for large openings;
oakum or steel wool may be used for 
cracks. Steel wool is effective for
stopping open ings in tile roofs. Check 
for open ings in louvers, vents, cor nic es, 
warped siding and roof eaves. It is best 
to seal all but one or two primary en-
tries. Wait sev er al days and make the 
final clo sures about one-half hour after  

dark 
when 
all of the bats have emerged. Bat-proof-
ing while bats are present should be 
avoided in early to mid-summer be cause 
young bats may be shut inside. There 
are no repellents or poisons reg is tered 
for the con trol of bats in California.

Bats are often a concern because they 
have been known to transmit rabies.
In Southern California, in clud ing San
Bernardino County, bats are the main 
res er voirs of wildlife rabies (as opposed 
to skunks in Northern and Central
California).

Typical symptoms of ra bies in bats are 
er rat ic flights, day time ex po sure in 
the open or symp toms of weakness or 
paralysis, which cause bats to lose their

pow er of flight and fall to the ground. 
Fall en bats are frequently dead, but in  
many instances they are still alive. Not 
all bats found on the ground  and
unable to fly are rabid. 

Nevertheless, do not attempt to handle 
bats because they will attempt to bite 
if they feel threat ened. Anyone bitten 

by a bat should im me di ate ly seek med i cal 

attention.
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SIGNS OF ACTIVITY
• Discoloration around small
   openings (1/4 -3/8")

• Bat sightings at or near dusk

• Insect pieces left behind

• Accumulation of bat droppings
   (which can easily be crushed into fine 
fragments)

• High-pitched squeaking, rus tling

• Odor


